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Jan Richardson’s Top 12 Comprehension Strategies

Comprehension Monitoring
(Self-Monitoring)

Fix-Up Strategies/Module 1

Retelling

S.T.P/Module 2
B-M-E/Module 3

5-Finger Retell/Module 4

Key Word Summary/Module 5
Who? What?/Module 6

Developing Vocabulary

Vocabulary Strategies/Module 7

Asking and Answering Questions

Green Questions/Module 8

Red Questions/Module 9

Yellow Questions/Modules 18 & 19
Reciprocal Teaching/Module 29

Identifying Main Idea and
Details

VIP Fiction/Module 10
VIP Non-Fiction/Module 11
Turning Headings into Questions/Module 12

Analyzing Characters

Character Feelings/Module 13
Character Traits/Module 14
Who? What? Why?/Module 15
Action - Motivation/Module 16
Sociogram/Module 17

Analyzing Relationships

Compare & Contrast/Module 18
Cause & Effect/Module 19

Inferring

Infer from Dialogue/Module 20

Infer from Actions/Module 21

Infer from Inner Thoughts/Module 22
Drawing Conclusions/Module 23
Reciprocal Teaching/Module 29
Who? What? Why?/Module 15

9

Summarizing

SWBS (Then)/Module 24
Key Word Summary/Module 25
Reciprocal Teaching/Module 29

10

Evaluating

Thesis-Proof/Module 26

1"

Using Text Features

Strategies/Module 27

12

Understanding Text Structure

VIVIVIVVVIVVVVVVIVVIVVVVVYVIVVYVVIVVYVVIVIVVYYYVYVYVH VY

Graphic Organizers/Module 28

“Next Steps for Struggling Readers”

= Also see Chapter 7 (p. 256) in The Next Step Forward in Guided Reading
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